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shown mutual jealousy, having had bitter experience under
the Hapsburgs, and so they made the executive absolutely
subservient to the legislature. Afraid of any one Councillor
assuming dictatorial powers they have provided for the
annual election of a president, and a vice-president of the
one year automatically becomes president for the succeeding
year, the outgoing president becoming an ordinary council-
lor. The president, except representing the federation on
ceremonial occasions, has almost the same powers as his
colleagues*
The question of the kind of executive does not,
therefore, seem to have any intimate relation to the question
of federations. It would seem to depend upon other circums-
tances like the influence o£ the theory of separation of
powers when the U, S. A. constitution was framed, or the
traditions of the English executive when the dominion
federations were formed or the special conditions of political
life as in Switzerland.
(c) The Federal Judiciary.
We now come to the third and the last branch of federal
administration, Le. the Judiciary which is the most important
and the most peculiar withal. This peculiar position of a
federal judiciary is almost an essential feature of a federal
constitution. We have discussed in the first chapter
that a federal constitution is supreme, and that there are two
governments ever demanding allegiance from the citizen.
To uphold the supremacy of the constitution and also to
decide all controversial points arising between the state
governments and the federal government is the chief func-
tion of a federal Supreme Court, besides its being the highest
appellate court for ordinary purposes in a federation.
A federal constitution being from its very nature a
compact between several independent or quasi-independent
states, it is essential that there must be a body created under
the constitution and deriving its authority from it and still

